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University of Ottawa
Full Professor of Law

May 2018 – 

Vice-Dean (Academic)

English Language Program Sept 2017-July 2019 (set courses for 70 full-time and 100 part-time professors; part of collective negotiations for new part-time professors bargaining unit; assisted Dean in Strategic Planning; dealt with various teaching and student issues)
Associate Professor of Law with Tenure
July 2011-2018 (tenure awarded in 2012)  
Visiting Professor

July 2010 – July 2011

University of New Brunswick

Associate Professor of Law with Tenure
May 2006 – July 2011
Assistant Professor of Law

July 2002 – May 2006

Women’s Legal Education and Action Fund (LEAF)

Director of Litigation, 2008, 1998-2001 (managed legal staff, reported to Board and Legal Committees, provided strategic leadership and advice on organizational mission, budget and fund development)
Staff Lawyer, 1994-1998
Selected legal proceedings:


Counsel:


R. v. Darrach [2000] 2 S.C.R. 443: Charter challenge to 1991 “rape shield” law re: admission of sexual history evidence 

Ferrell v. Ontario (1998) 42 O.R. 3d 97 (C.A.): whether repeal of employment equity legislation violates section 15 of the Charter
Falkiner v. Ontario (1996) (Ontario Divisional Court): Charter challenge to welfare regulations that imposed “spouse in the house” rule

Commission of Inquiry into the Kingston Prison for Women (1996): inquiry into strip-search of female prisoners by male emergency response team

Litigation Management:



R. v. Mills, [1999] 3 S.C.R. 668: Charter challenge to regime governing admission of witnesses’ confidential records in sexual offence proceedings
R. v. Ewanchuk,[1999] 1 S.C.R. 330: definition of “consent” to sexual activity; applicability of “implied consent” in criminal law

R. v. R.D.S.,[1997] 3 S.C.R. 484: determining race-based judicial bias; examination of “reasonable person” as informed by equality principles

Winnipeg Child and Family Services v. G.(D.F.), [1997] 3 S.C.R. 925: forced medical treatment of pregnant women; legal status of foetus
SCHOLARLY RESEARCH 
A. Peer-Reviewed Books 
The Tenth Justice: Judicial Appointments, Marc Nadon and the Supreme Court Act Reference (UBC Press, 2020) 280 pages (equal contribution with Michael Plaxton)
Courts without Cases: The Law and Politics of Advisory Opinions (Hart Publishing, 2019) 284 pages
B. Peer Reviewed Articles and Chapters
 

 “Vaccine Refusals and Freedom of Religion: A Moving Target in a Pandemic Age” forthcoming in Borders, Boundaries & Pandemics (University of Ottawa Centre for Health Law, Policy and Ethics) (8 manuscript pages)

“Equality Before the Charter: Fraser v Canada”, (2022) 104 Supreme Court Law Review, 105-122
“Regulating Expression on Social Media”, in E. Macfarlane, ed., Dilemmas of Free Expression (University of Toronto Press, 2021) 91-110
"Resisting the Siren’s Call: Emergency Powers, Federalism and Public Policy" in Colleen M Flood, Vanessa MacDonnell, Jane Philpott, Sophie Theriault & Sridhar Venkapuram, eds, Vulnerable: The Policy, Law and Ethics of COVID-19 (Ottawa: University of Ottawa Press, 2020) 115-126.  
“Technologically-Facilitated Violence Against Women & Girls: Assessing the Criminal Law’s Response” (2020) 97 Canadian Bar Review 564-696 (with Jane Bailey)
“The Reference Jurisdiction of the Supreme Court of Canada” in Paul Daly, ed., Apex Courts and the Common Law (UTP, 2019) 140-165
“Access to Charter Justice”, Oxford Handbook of the Canadian Constitution (OUP, 2017) 639-655
“Legal Education, TWU and the Looking Glass”, (2016) 75 The Supreme Court Law Review 223-245 (with Michael Plaxton)
 “The Federal Principle: Constitutional Amendment and Intergovernmental Relations” in E. MacFarlane, ed, Constitutional Amendment in Canada (UTP, 2016) 65-84

 “The Shadow of Absurdity and the Challenge of Easy Cases: Reflections on the Supreme Court Act Reference” (2015) 71 The Supreme Court Law Review 161-189 
"Crowdsourcing Sexual Objectification" (2014) Laws 3, no. 3: 529-552
“The Upside of Dissent in Equality Jurisprudence” (2013) 63 The Supreme Court Law Review, (2d) 111-139
"Rational Connections: Oakes, Section 1 and the Charter's Legal Rights" 43:3 (2013) Ottawa Law Review 491-509
 “ ‘A Precarious, Chancy Situation’: Aboriginal Gaming Rights in Canada” (2013) 46:2 UBC Law Review 349-395
“Reflecting Culture: Polygamy and the Charter”, in B. Berger and J. Stribopoulos eds. Unsettled Legacy: Thirty Years of Criminal Justice under the Charter (Toronto: LexisNexis 2012) 389-408 (also published in 57 The Supreme Court Law Review (2d))
“‘The question calls for an answer, and I propose to answer it’: The Patriation Reference as Constitutional Method” (2011), 54 The Supreme Court Law Review (2d) 143-166

 “What Religious Freedom Jurisprudence Reveals About Equality” (2009) 6:2 Journal of Law and Equality 163-200
“Choices and Controversy: Judicial Appointments in Canada” (2008) 58 University of New Brunswick Law Journal 52-72
“Counting Outsiders: A Critical Exploration of Outsider Course Enrollment in Canadian Legal Education” (2007) 45 Osgoode Hall Law Journal 667-732 (with Natasha Bakht, Kim Brooks, Gillian Calder, Jennifer Koshan, Sonia Lawrence, Debra Parkes)

“Dialogue Theory, Judicial Review and Judicial Supremacy: A Comment on ‘Charter Dialogue Revisited’” (2007) 45 Osgoode Hall Law Journal 125-146

“Mutability and Method in the Marriage Reference” (2005) 54 University of New Brunswick Law Journal 43-61
“Constitutional Advancement of Women’s E-Quality: Responding to Challenges and Seizing Opportunities” (2005) 30 Queen’s Law Journal 660-714 (with Jane Bailey) 
“Transgendered Persons and Feminist Strategy” (2004) 16 Canadian Journal of Women and the Law 291-316

“Dissent and Judicial Authority in Charter Cases” (2003) 52 University of New Brunswick Law Journal 321-332
C.  Other Books, Chapters in Books and Scholarly Articles
“Federalism and Section 33”, forthcoming in Constitutional Forum 19 manuscript pages
Canadian Constitutional Law, 6th edition (Emond, 2022) (General Editor with Patrick Macklem)
“What’s Right With Section 33.1” (2021) 25:3 Canadian Criminal Law Review 255-274 (with Michael Plaxton) 
“An Inconvenient Constitution?  The Troubles with Suspended Declarations of Invalidity”, (2021) 101 The Supreme Court Law Review 345-350
“A Recent History of Government Responses to Constitutional Litigation” (2016) 25:3 Constitutional Forum 101-108
“Section 7 and the Criminal Law” in S. Beaulac and E. Mendes, eds, The Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms, 5th ed (Toronto: Lexis Nexis 2014) 699-749 
 “Purposive Interpretation, Quebec, and the Supreme Court Act” (2013) 22:3 Constitutional Forum 15-26 (with Michael Plaxton)
“R. v. Ryan: Leaving Battered Women to the ‘Justification’ of Self-defence?” (2013) 98 C.R. (6th) 264-266 (with Michael Plaxton)
“Developments in Constitutional Law – The 2010-2011 Term” (2011) 55 The Supreme Court Law Review 47-161 (with Michael Plaxton)

“HIV, Consent and Criminal Wrongs” (2011) 57:4 Criminal Law Quarterly 464-485 (with Michael Plaxton)

 “Developments in Constitutional Law – The 2009-2010 Term” (2010) 52 The Supreme Court Law Review 65-164 (with Michael Plaxton)  

“Women and Power (or Powerful Women)” in C. Mathen and K. Brooks, eds. Women, Law and Equality: A Discussion Guide  (Toronto: Irwin Law, 2010) 177-264 

“Developments in Constitutional Law – The 2008-2009 Term” (2009) 48 The Supreme Court Law Review 71-120 

“Access to Charter Justice and the Rule of Law” (2008) 25 National Journal of Constitutional Law 191-204 

“Breaking New Ground: Ancillary Orders under the Criminal Code” (2008) 25:3 Solicitors Journal 1-8 

“Developments in Constitutional Law – The 2006-2007 Term” (2007) 38 The Supreme Court Law Review 111-256 (with Michael Plaxton)

“Editor’s Preface – Public Wrongs and Private Duties: Rethinking Public Authority Liability in Canada” (2007) 57 University of New Brunswick Law Journal 1-8 (with Neil Craik and Aloke Chatterjee)

“Developments in Constitutional Law – The 2005-2006 Term” (2006) 35 The Supreme Court Law Review 17-79

“Developments in Constitutional Law – The 2004-2005 Term: A Court in Transition” (2005) 50 The Supreme Court Law Review 89-182
“Constitutional Dialogue in Canada and the United States” (2003) 14:3 National Journal of Constitutional Law 403-467

“Little Sisters v. Canada: Case Comment” (2001) 13:1 National Journal of Constitutional Law 165-181 
“The Expanding Role of Interveners: Giving Voice to Non-Parties”, Competence and Capacity: New Directions (The 2000 Isaac Pitblado Lectures, Law Society of Manitoba) 85-119
“Introduction” in Women’s Legal Education and Action Fund, Equality and the Charter (Toronto: Emond Montgomery, 1996) xv-xxvi
D. Book Reviews 
“Nothing to Lose but Our Chains – Louis Seidman, Constitutional Disobedience” (2015) 53 Osgoode Hall Law Journal 375-386
“K. Malleson and P. Russell, eds: Appointing Judges in an Age of Judicial Power” (2007-08) 39 Ottawa Law Review 133-141 
DISSEMINATION OF KNOWLEDGE

A. Courses Taught
Constitutional Law 

Criminal Law 

Feminist Legal Theory

Directed Research (individual students)

Readings in Legal Theory (individual students)

B. Courses Developed
U.S. Constitutional Law and Comparative Civil Liberties
Crisis, Conundrum, Controversy: The Survival of Constitutional Law and Order
C. Areas of Interest
Constitutional Law and Theory, Criminal Law, U.S. Constitutional Law, Philosophy of Law, Feminist Legal Theory, Public Interest Advocacy
D. Graduate Supervision (selected)

Mahmoud Elberry, 2022, PhD Supervisor “Unconstitutional Constitutional Amendment in Egypt” (in progress) (UOttawa)

Ryan Tanner, 2022, LL.M. committee, “COVID-19 Vaccination Mandates: Passports, Politics, and Pushback” (completed)
Navraj Kaushak, 2020, PhD, committee “Space For Self-Determination In Pluralistic Federations: A Comparative Study Of Punjab And Quebec” (in progress) (UOttawa)
Rung-Guang Lin, 2019 PhD. Examiner, “Towards a Jurisdictional Autonomy Approach: Rethinking State Regulation of Religious Organizations in Taiwan” (completed) (McGill)
Amy Conroy, 2015, Ph.D., committee, “E-racing the Genetic Family Tree: A Critical Race Analysis of the Impact of Familial DNA Searching on Canada's Aboriginal Peoples (completed) (UOttawa)
Rebecca Katz, 2013, LL.M., committee, “Gendered Bullying and Cyberbullying: Assessing Ontario’s New Legislation” (completed) (UOttawa)
Sarah Birmingham, 2013, PhD, supervisor, “National Security and Federalism” (withdrawn 2019) (UOttawa)

Dan Gold, 2012, PhD, committee, “The Regulation of Lobbying in Canada” (completed) (UOttawa)

E. External Research Funding (Past 7 years) 
	Year
	Source
	Type*
	Amount per year
	Purpose**

	2020
	SSHRC
	C
	30K (62K total)
	Research

	2019
	FedHumSS
	O
	8000
	Publications

	2017
	Found for L Research
	F
	5600
	Research

	2016
	SSHRC
	C
	20720
	Conference

	2013
	Found for L Research
	F
	3997
	Publications

	
	
	
	
	


PUBLIC OUTREACH AND EDUCATION
A. Parliamentary and Similar Appearances

Expert Panel on the Charter of Rights, Public Order Emergency (Rouleau) Commission, Ottawa Ontario (November 2022)

House of Commons Standing Committee on Justice and Human Rights, Bill C-51, An Act to amend the Criminal Code and the Department of Justice Act and to make consequential amendments to another Act (October 25, 2017)
House of Commons Standing Committee on the Status of Women, Bill C-377: Judicial Accountability Act (April 11, 2017)
Senate Standing Committee on Legal and Constitutional Affairs: “Division of Powers and the Criminal Law” (February 3, 2016)

Senate Standing Committee on Legal and Constitutional Affairs:  Economic Action Plan 2013 Act No. 2 (Bill C-4), S.C. 2013, c. 40, ss. 471, 472 (November 21, 2013)
House of Commons Standing Committee on Justice and Human Rights: Economic Action Plan 2013 Act No. 2 (Bill C-4), S.C. 2013, c. 40, ss. 471, 472 (November 19, 2013)
B.  Media 
Hundreds of media appearances in all formats.

Appearances (a number of which may be found at www.carissimamathen.ca) include: 
CTV Power Play, CBC Power and Politics, CTV News Channel, CBC News Network, CTV Your Morning, CBC The National, CBC The House, Global National, TVO The Agenda, CBC The Current, CBC The 180, CBC Ottawa Morning, CBC Ontario Today, BBC The World, News Talk 770; and citations in online and print stories including Toronto Star, The Globe and Mail, National Post, Macleans, The Wall Street Journal and The New York Times.
Selected opinion pieces:

Carissima Mathen, “The unexamined implications of Canada’s pandemic-related interprovincial barriers”, Policy Options Nov 16, 2022  https://policyoptions.irpp.org/magazines/november-2022/blocked-travel-provinces-implications/
Kerri Froc and Carissima Mathen, “Preventing use of the notwithstanding clause is a bad idea — and unnecessary”, The Conversation Nov 14, 2022
https://theconversation.com/preventing-use-of-the-notwithstanding-clause-is-a-bad-idea-and-unnecessary-194097
“Canada’s largest school board doesn’t seem to understand the indispensable role of defence lawyers in our justice system”, The Globe and Mail (November 2021)

“Canadian universities must act now to protect their communities”, Vancouver Sun (August 2, 2021) (with Debra Parkes)
“What Price Comedy? Freedom of Expression and Dignity Clash at the Supreme Court of Canada”, Oxford Human Rights Hub (March 2021) 
“Carbon tax court references a chapter in fed-prov power struggle), Policy Options (May, 2019)
“Doug Ford’s power are not limitless”, The Globe and Mail (September 10, 2018)
“A Landmark Year for the Supreme Court”, Policy Magazine (December 2017)
“The tenuous constitutionality of Bill 62”, Policy Options (October 2017)
“From the BNA Act to the Charter: Defining Canada by Its Constitution”, Policy Magazine (July, 2017)
“Defending the Court Challenges Program”, Policy Options (with Kyle Kirkup) (February 22, 2017)
“Our attitudes, not sexual assault law, are what need reform”, Ottawa Citizen  (November 28, 2016)
“The Existential Issue of Assisted Dying: From Carter to Bill C-14”, Policy (August 2016) 46-48

“We don’t need hearings to help in appointment of a new Supreme Court justice”, Ottawa Citizen  (May 18, 2016)
“Ghomeshi trial wasn’t a judgment on sexual assault law”, Globe and Mail (March 25, 2016)

“Assisted death ruling: federal law isn’t always paramount”, Globe and Mail (December 23, 2015)

“Who governs in a minority is about more than just politics”, National Post (op ed) (October 15, 2015) (with Adam Dodek, Vanessa MacDonnell, Errol Mendes, Peter Oliver and Michael Pal)
“Gaming the Constitution”, Ottawa Citizen (July 30, 2015)

“Carter’s Remedial Smokescreen” (with Michael Plaxton), Policy Options (July 16, 2015)
“Magna Carta just a symbol to Canada, but an important one”, Ottawa Citizen (op ed) (June 12, 2015)
“Judge in hijab ruling is the real face of judicial activism”, Globe and Mail (op ed) (March 4, 2015)
“On assisted suicide, Supreme Court issues a call to action”, Ottawa Citizen (op ed) (February 6, 2015)
“Assisted Suicide and the Charter”, The Toronto Star (October 13, 2014)
“Supreme Court appointments: still more questions than answers”, The Globe and Mail (June 5, 2014)

“The Nadon ruling hits like an earthquake”, The Ottawa Citizen (March 21, 2014)

“In Bedford, Supreme Court says do no harm”, The Ottawa Citizen (December 20, 2013)

“Living Originalism” National Magazine (December 9, 2013) 
“What you should know about Quebec’s proposed law on secularism”, Huffington Post Online (September 16, 2013)

“Appeal process worked in Ryan case”, The Ottawa Citizen (June 27, 2013)

“The Desjourdy verdict: tough questions (and few answers) about sexual assault”, The Ottawa Citizen (April 4, 2013)

“Canada’s Supreme Court upholds hate speech laws”, Int’l J. Const. L. Blog, March 14, 2013 
“Hate speech was a legal issue.  This Supreme Court decision has made it political.” (op ed) The Globe and Mail (February 28, 2013)

“Battered women’s defences still in question” (op ed), The Ottawa Citizen (January 18, 2013) (with Elizabeth Sheehy)

“The boundaries of HIV criminalization” (op ed), The Ottawa Citizen (November 5, 2012)

“Equality rights still unclear 27 years later” (op ed), The Lawyers Weekly April 13, 2012, page 8

“Justice and the veil” (op ed), The Ottawa Citizen December 10, 2011

“The Limits to Occupation” (op ed), The Ottawa Citizen November 22, 2011

 “Anti-niqab laws: Quebec wrestles with religious accommodation” The Lawyers Weekly April 16, 2010 page 8
“How Free Should Hate Speech Be?”  The Toronto Star September 4, 2009 page 8 (with Amy Guttman, Robert Post, Jeremy Waldron and Keith Whittington)

“Access to Justice Requires State-Funded Litigation” Lawyers Weekly October 3, 2008 page 5

“Do Mandatory Minimum Sentences Achieve Justice?” Lawyers Weekly April 11, 2008 page 7

“Freedom to say “no” without a crinoline” (op ed) National Post March 5, 1999 (with Kim Buchanan)
Awards, DISTINCTIONS and positions
David Walter Mundell Medal for Excellence in Legal Writing (Government of Ontario, 2022)

Walter Owen Book Prize, 2nd Place Distinction: Courts Without Cases: The Law and Politics of Advisory Opinions (The Canadian Foundation for Legal Research) (2021)
Silas E. Halyk, QC, Visiting Scholar in Advocacy, University of Saskatchewan College of Law (January 2020)
Law Society Medal, Law Society of Ontario (2018)

2017 University of Ottawa Excellence in Media Relations Award: Commentary (2018)

Excellence in Legal Research Award, University of Ottawa, Faculty of Law (2018)

Excellence in Media Relations Award, University of Ottawa, Faculty of Law (2016)

Visiting Scholar, University of Toronto, Faculty of Law (2007)

Harrison McCain Young Scholars Award (2006)

Visiting Scholar, University of Aberdeen, School of Law (April 2005)

Harlan Fiske Stone Scholar, Columbia University (2002)

Education

Master of Laws

Columbia University, New York

May 2002

Bachelor of Laws

Osgoode Hall Law School, York University, Toronto

June 1992

Bachelor of Arts (Honours) in Philosophy and Political Science

McGill University, Montréal




June 1989

Collegial II Diploma (Piano)

McGill Conservatory of Music, Montréal


1986


CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS, WORKSHOPS, SPECIAL LECTURES
A. Papers, abstracts 
“Canadian Frolic: Regulating Expression on Social Media” Global Summit on Constitutionalism, University of Texas at Austin (March 2023)

“Regulating Social Media: Reflections from Canada”, Anticipation Conference (November 2022)

“Freedom of Expression and Social Media”, American Political Science Association, Montreal (September 2022)

“The Criminal Law Jurisprudence of Rosalie Abella”, Justice Rosalie Silberman Abella: A Life of Firsts, Ottawa (May 2022)

“Regulating Expression on Social Media” Freedom of Expression in Canada, Courts and Politics Research Group, University of Waterloo (October 2019)

“The Equality Rights Implications of Medical Assistance in Dying in Canada”, 
(Public Law in Times of Change) ICON, Pontifical Catholic University of Chile (Santiago, 2019)
“Actors, Advice and Law” (Identity, Security, Democracy: Challenges for Public Law) ICON, University of Hong Kong (July 2018)
“The Elusive Separation of Powers in Canadian Constitutional Law” (Courts, Power and Public Law) ICON, University of Copenhagen (July 2017)
“The Reference Jurisdiction of the Supreme Court of Canada” (Supreme Courts and Common Law Constitutionalism), Université de Montréal (May 2016)

“Constitutional Remedies in Carter” (19th Annual Osgoode Constitutional Cases Conference) Toronto (April 2016)
“The Shadow of Absurdity and the Call of Right Answers: Reflections on the Supreme Court Act Reference”, (18th Annual Constitutional Cases Conference) Osgoode Hall Law School, Toronto (April 2015)

“A Recent History of Government Responses to Constitutional Litigation”, (The State of Canada’s Constitutional Democracy) Asper Centre for Constitutional Rights, University of Toronto (February 2016)
“Constitutional Ruthlessness” (Symposium on Constitution Making and Constitutional Design) Boston College (October  2014)
 “Legislation and Policy – Practical Implications and Uses” (26th Annual Criminal Law Conference) (October 2014)

“Democratic Architecture of the State” (Pivotal Cases of the Supreme Court of Canada:

Reflecting on the Past and “Charter”ing the Future) Canadian Bar Association (June 2014)
“Consulting Parliament Before Exercising a Prerogative: Judicial Appointments” (The Crown and Parliament) Canadian Study of Parliament Group (May 2014)
“Chief Justice John Roberts is a Robot” (We Robot) University of Miami (May 2014) (with Ian Kerr)

“The Senate’s Original Intent” (Forum on The Senate Reference) University of Ottawa, Faculty of Law (November 2013)

“Incommensurable or Incontestable?” (Equality, Dignity, Freedom: The Charter 30 Years On) CFHSS/CCLA sponsored panel, Congress of the Humanities and Social Sciences, University of Waterloo (May 2012)

“Arbitrariness in Criminal Law and Charter Jurisprudence” (No Place Like Home?) Canadian Association of Law Teachers Annual Conference, Université de Montréal (May 2012)

 “Reflecting Polygamy” (15th Annual Osgoode Constitutional Cases Conference) Toronto (May 2012)


“The split personality of section 2(a) of the Charter” (The Constitution at Thirty), University of Ottawa (April 2012)
“Has the Horse Left the Barn? Lessons from Past Parliamentary Hearings” (Lonely at the Top? The SCC Appointments Process) University of Ottawa (October 2011)
 “The Use and Misuse of the Reference Function” (Emerging Issues in Public Law) University of Ottawa (May 2011)

“Constitutional Conventions and Political Virtue” (Symposium on the Governor General) University of Ottawa (September 2010)
“Navigating Religious Freedom and Gender Equality in Feminist Activism, Scholarship and Teaching: Personal Reflections on a Turbulent Subject” (Exploring the Boundaries: An International Dialogue on Socio-Legal Feminisms) McGill University Bellairs Research Institute, Barbados (June 2010)
“Seeking Truth and Victory: Marginalized (and Much-Maligned) Interveners” (Symposium on Intervention) Asper Centre for Constitutional Rights, University of Toronto (November 2009)

“The Great Debate: How Free Should Hate Speech Be?” American Political Science Association Annual Meeting, Toronto (September 2009) 

“Counting Outsiders” (Innovation in Legal Education: Ideas for the 21st Century) Ryerson University, Toronto (November 2008)

“Access to Charter Justice: Access and the Rule of Law” 7th Annual Charter Conference of the Ontario Bar Association (September 2008)

“Just a “Cult” by Another Name? Liberal Accommodation in Multicultural Canada” (Nationality Ethnicity and Citizenship: Whose Citizens? Whose Rights?) University of Surrey (July 2008)

“Outsider Pedagogy” (The Cultures of Legal Education) Canadian Association of Law Teachers Annual Conference, Montreal (May 2008) (with Jennifer Koshan and Sonia Lawrence)

“Access to Justice and the Rule of Law” Women’s Court of Canada Symposium, Toronto (March 2008)

“Whose Charter is it Now? The Demise of the Court Challenges Program” delivered at the 2007 Congress of the Humanities, Saskatoon (June 2007)

“Dialogue Theory, Judicial Review and Judicial Supremacy” 25th Anniversary of the Charter Symposium - A Tribute to Chief Justice Roy McMurtry, Toronto (March 2007)

Convenor, Public Wrongs and Private Duties: Rethinking Public Authority Liability in Canada, Faculty of Law, University of New Brunswick (May 2006) (co-convenors Aloke Chatterjee and Neil Craik)

“Religion and Equality in Canada” (Law, Religion and Social Change) Australian National University (May 2006)

“The Paradox of Louise Arbour” Canadian Association of Law Teachers Annual Conference, Vancouver (June 2005)

“‘Woman’ as a Moral Category: The Challenge for Feminism of Transgendered Persons” Institute for Feminist Legal Studies, York University (May 2004) 

“Rethinking Intervention(?)”Women’s Legal Education and Action Fund Law Colloquium, Toronto (February 2004)

“The Possibilities of a ‘Positive Rights’ Framework for Women’s Equality and Expression Rights” (Women’s E-Quality and the Internet) Faculty of Law, University of Ottawa (February 2004)

“Judicial Rule-Making in Canada” (Squaring the Circle: The Courts in a Democratic Canada) Centre for Canadian Studies, Mount Allison University (March 2003) (with Michael Plaxton)

“What Have You Done For Me Lately: Examining the Limitations of Equality Law” West Coast LEAF’s National Conference, Vancouver (November 1999) (with Diana Majury)

“Feminist Principles and Practices of Organization” West Coast LEAF National Conference, Vancouver (November 1999) (with Fiona Sampson)

“Raising Our Voices:  J.G. v. New Brunswick, Meorin v. British Columbia, and Canadian Women’s Activism in Courts” (Women’s Equality in Public Life) Canada House, London, UK (October 1999) 

“Strategies and Shoestrings: Observations on Pro Bono Work and Public Interest Advocacy” Ontario Pro Bono Initiatives Summit, Faculty of Law University of Toronto (April 1999)
B. Keynote Addresses

“References as Strategic Litigation”, Silas E. Halyk, QC, Visiting Scholar in Advocacy Lecture, University of Saskatchewan College of Law (January 2020)

“Skirmishes at the Border: Women, Religion and Hard Choices in the Liberal Settlement” Women’s Legal Education and Action Fund AGM, Toronto (September 2007)

“No Means No: A Discussion of R. v. Ewanchuk”, Women’s Successes and Struggles, YWCA Toronto (November 1998)

“Women at Risk: Intersecting Inequalities in the G. Case” Barbara Schlifer Commemorative Clinic AGM, Toronto (November 1997) 
C.  Judicial Education

“Charter Remedies”, Hearing and Deciding Charter Issues, National Judicial Institute Training Workship, Vancouver British Columbia (December 2022)
“Charter Remedies”, Hearing and Deciding Charter Issues, National Judicial Institute Training Workshop, Halifax Nova Scotia (November 2019)

“Collegiality on the Appellate Bench: A Debate”, Transitioning to the Appellate Court, National Judicial Institute, Winnipeg Manitoba (September 2019) (with Howie Kislowicz)

“You Have Two Million New Views!  Social Media and Criminal Law”, Ontario Court of Appeal Annual Seminar, Niagara-on-the-Lake (May 2013)

“Accommodation To What End? The Intersection of Religious and (Other) Equality Rights” (Emerging Issues: Judging in the Context of Diverse Faiths and Cultures) National Judicial Institute – Court of Appeal of New Brunswick and Supreme Court of Prince Edward Island Education Programme, St. Andrews-by-the-Sea  (October 2007) 

“Ancillary Orders under the Criminal Code”, National Judicial Institute – Court of Appeal of New Brunswick and Supreme Court of Prince Edward Island Education Programme, St. Andrews-by-the-Sea  (September 2006)

C. Seminars, Workshops, Special Lectures 
“Is it Time to Re-open Section 33?”, Annual Feeney Lecture, University of Ottawa (April 2023) (panel)

“Populism, Governance and Rights”, Rouleau Commission Report Conference, University of Ottawa (March 2023) (panel)
“The Charter @ 40”, Pearson Centre (April 2022) (panel)

“Dilemmas of Free Expression”, Runnymede Society Annual Conference, Hart House (March 2022) (panel)

“Human Rights, Freedom and COVID-19”, Ryerson University (November 2021) (panel)

“Rights, Law and the Pandemic”, Canadian Politics Research Group (November 2021) (panel)

“Vaccine Mandates”,  Public Law Research Group, Western Law (October 2021) (panel)

“Vaccine Mandates, Passports and the Constitution”, University of Alberta Centre for Constitutional Studies (September 2021) (seminar)
"Human Rights and Civil Liberties in the Time of COVID-19", University of Ottawa Centre for Health Law, Policy and Ethics (October 2020) (panel)
“The Tenth Justice and Other Tales: Canadian Judicial Appointments Law”, The State of Canada’s Constitutional Democracy (online) (June 2020)
“Notwithstanding Clause: Dead Letter or Loaded Gun?” (panel discussion) Law and Freedom Runnymede Society Conference (January 2019)

“Courts Without Cases” Department of Justice Business and Regulatory Law Portfolio Training Day, Ottawa (November 2018)
“The Great Debate: The Legacy of Chief Justice Beverley McLachlin”, Department of Justice Symposium, Ottawa (with Lorne Sossin) (April 2018) 

“Open Season on Women? Criminal Law Response to Tech Facilitated Violence Against Women and Girls” Centre for Law, Technology and Society and The Shirley E. Greenberg Chair for Women and the Legal Profession, University of Ottawa (with Jane Bailey) (November 2017)
“The Courts and Government” (moderator), Supreme Court of Canada Symposium:  Looking to the Future (with The Right Honourable Kim Campbell and The Honourable Bob Rae) (October 2017)
“The Age of Uninnocence: Technology, Sexual Violence and Criminal Law” University of Hong Kong (March 2017)
“Do We Need to Re-think Sexual Assault Law?”, Big Thinking Lecture Series Federation for the Social Sciences and Humanities (Parliament Hill), (November 2016) (with Elaine Craig)

“Religious Freedoms and Communities”, (Panel discussion) Cardus Canada (Ottawa), (November 2016) 

“Courts without Cases”, Kings College London (October 2016)

“From the Campaign Trail to Cabinet Making” Public Policy Forum panel (with Evan Solomon, Dan Gardner and Jim Stanford) (Ottawa) (October, 2015)
“Debate with Andrew Coyne – The Nadon Decision” (Canadian Constitution Foundation 2015 Law and Freedom Conference) Hart House, Toronto (January 2015)

“Chief Justice John Roberts Is A Robot”, Yale Law School (November 2014)
“Are Women Bad for Multiculturalism?” (Annie MacDonald Langstaff Lecture Series), McGill University Faculty of Law, Montreal (November 2013)
“Social Media and Criminal Law”, 10th Annual Canada-Taiwan Conference on Higher Education National Central University, Taoyuan (October 2012)

“Big Love and Small Reasons – Considering Polygamy” University of Alberta and University of Calgary (January 2011)

“Arbitrariness in Criminal Law – The Case of Polygamy” University of Saskatchewan (December 2010)

“Interventions in the Administrative Law Context” 5th Annual Osgoode Administrative Law Conference, Toronto (October 2009)

“Intervention at the Supreme Court of Canada” (Litigation 101) The Advocates’ Society, Toronto (June 2008)

“Challenges to Human Rights in Multicultural Canada” Viscount Bennett Memorial Lecture Symposium, Faculty of Law, UNB (October 2007)

“Religious Freedoms and Equality in a Multicultural Society” (Law Society Forum on Multiculturalism and the Charter: 25 Years and Beyond) Law Society of Upper Canada (May 2007)

“Comment: ‘The Deep Structure of Roncarelli v. Duplessis’” Ivan C. Rand Memorial Lecture Seminar, Faculty of Law, University of New Brunswick (November 2003)

“Mills v. The Queen: Did Privacy Make the Difference?” (Public Forum on Sexual Offences and Personal Privacy) Osgoode Hall Law School of York University (February 2001)

“Differential Treatment of Women in Law” Department of Women’s Studies, University of Toronto (November 1998)

“Challenges for LEAF in Sexual Violence Cases” Department of Women’s Studies, Atkinson College, York University (February 1996)

PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS

Law Society of Upper Canada

Member: February 1994 - 
SERVICE

A. University Committees
Faculty Council (2022-2023)

Admissions (2002-2005; 2007-2008; 2010-2017; 2019-2020; 2021-2022)
Hiring (2018-2019)

Equity (2021-2022)

Examinations (2017-2019)
Curriculum (2010 - 2015)

Decanal Search (2003-2004; 2009-2010) 

Faculty Assessment (2004-2005; 2007-2008; 2009-2010)

National Gale Cup Moot Coach (2005-2006; 2007-2008; 2008-2009)

Heritage (2009-2010)

Research, Chair (2007-2008)
Scholarship/Recruitment (2002-2005; 2009)

Teaching and Learning Enhancement (2005-2006)

B. Service to Government Agencies

Sixth Women’s Affairs Ministerial Meeting of the Commonwealth, New Delhi 

Member, Canadian Delegation 
April 2000
C. Service to Public or Private Organizations
Criminal Lawyers’ Association

G. Arthur Martin Medal Selection Committee (2017-2019)
Canadian Study of Parliament Group

Executive Committee (2014-2016)
Canadian Association of Law Teachers
Executive Committee (2007-2013)

Secretary-Treasurer (2008-2010)

Women’s Legal Education and Action Fund

Board of Directors (2003-2005) (2009-2011) 

Law Program Committee, Chair (2009-2011)

Nominating Committee (2006)
Law Society of Upper Canada

Treasurer’s Advisory Group (by invitation)

May, 2000 - June, 2001 

Court Challenges Program of Canada

Chair, Advisory Committee of Equality-Seeking Members 

January 2000 - April, 2001




Advisory Committee of Equality-Seeking Members

January, 1999 - January, 2000

Pay Equity Advocacy and Legal Services Clinic

Co-Chair, Board of Directors

1996 - 2001 

Board of Directors

1993 - 1996
1
Mathen
2023
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